NH Society of Professional Engineers
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
DATE: March 17, 2010
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Location:
77 Sundial Ave., Suite 401W

Manchester, NH

Larry Dwyer, PE (Pres)*
Matthew Low, PE (Past Pres)*
Steven Lehmann, PE (Pres Elect)*
Peter King (Vice Pres)*
John DiGenova, PE (Sec)*
Dan Hudson, PE (Treas)*
Paul Schmidt, PE (Hse. of
Delegates)*
Gregg Comstock, PE (Dir)*

Walter Durack (Membership)
(Legislation)
Roch Larochelle, PE (E-Week Chair)

*Voting Board Member

OLD BUSINESS


Feb 18, 2010 BOD minutes approval – No comments were received. Larry indicated that the meeting minutes should be finalized and sent
for publishing.

NEW BUSINESS
1.

UNH Update (Larry)



Larry reports that Bob Henry said the following on 22 February 2010 - “ I am happy to have ACEC working with UNH to help make this
approach to teaching a senior capstone design course a possibility” – So at the current time the no NHSPE input is required except to
supplement ACEC discussions.

2.

Treasurer’s Report (Dan H.)
Acceptance of Treasurers Report – Dan presented the Treasurer’s report, including the following: Eweek report profit/loss (Eweek made a
profit); Mathcounts Budget Update (Mathcounts appeared to have broken even); set-up of new accounts for PayPal; filled out new paperwork
for the bonding of selected officers; and tax update.

3.

Society Governance


.


Next Observer Issue – Larry reports that the next Observer issue will be sent out in April.
Webmaster status – Larry reports that Josh had sent out an update concerning the Webmaster Status. The costs were as follows: On-line
Registration for events - $1,200 to $1,400; PDF meeting notes $200 to $250; Website Registration $299; Hosting $480; and Site Redesign
$1,800 to $2,400. Thus, the total cost is about $5,500. The cost details were discussed among the group and whether to perform the site
redesign now or in the future. Steve motions to authorize $5,500 for NHSPE and an additional $3,000 for web expenditures contingent upon
approval by NHJES for web services for NHJES, Paul seconds the motion and the motion is approved by the group.



NHSPE and NHSPE-EF Bylaws - Matt reports that updates are still pending. The changes to the bylaws will carried into the next BOD
calendar year.

4.

Professional Development and Continuing Education

March 30, 2010 – Mo Gagnon of LBPA on sustainable master planning/design for civic projects – Larry reports that attendance is very light for
this event and he has moved it from the conference room into the general seating area at Fratellos restaurant. Additional notices will be sent out.
April __, 2010 – New PE Dinner – Larry reports that the PE board was not in favor of combining this meeting with the UNH meeting. The date of
the PE Dinner were discussed, what date makes the most sense. . Larry suggested a meeting at the end of April or beginning of May. Matt L. suggests
combining this dinner with the Lempster Wind Farm presentation.
May 12, 2010 – Ed Cherian of Iberdrola on the Lempster Wind Farm – Larry reports that the Lempster Wind Farm presentation will be held on 12
May 2010.
June 24 - Annual Meeting w/VSPE. Confirmed with NSPE (Sam Grossman) and VSPE (Greg Goyotte) – Larry reports that the date of the joint
meeting with VSPE has been set as indicated.
5.

Public Image and Student Outreach



NHSPE John Alger Memorial Scholarship (Steven L.) – Steve indicated that 7 applications have been received thus far. The deadline for the
applications is the first week in April and he hopes to receive a few more applications by that time.
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Teacher’s Award (Matt L.) – Matt L reports that 13 applications have been received. These applications have been distributed to the other
societies for voting. The scoring of the applications is due on 26 March 2010. Matt also indicated that they had raised about $1,700 this year
for the awards, so it should be self-sustaining in the future.



MATHCOUNTS (Ben /Gregg) – Gregg reports that the MATHCOUNTS was a success this year. Thanks to the leadership of Ben Pratt the
competition went smoothly with none of the problems of the previous year.



Order of the Engineer – Larry suggests combining the Order of the Engineer Ceremony with the Annual Meeting this year.



Job Shadowing – Larry reports that about 12 volunteers have come forward to assist with Job Shadowing. He forwarded the volunteers
names to Judy Houston.



The Future of the Eweek Banquet - Roch reports that the Eweek banquet was successful this year and the attendance was over 225. This
event takes a great deal of effort to put on each year. Craig is going to step down as a lead for Eweek next year but is still interested in
helping out. The question was posed should the other societies help in the Eweek planning and implementation. The groups general feeling
was that the Eweek banquet should remain as a major function of NHSPE. Roch indicated that support should consist of 1 or 2 people from
NHSPE or other organizations in order to assist Roch and Craig.
Steve suggests that the President Elect, who does not have any formal duties, assist with Eweek banquet each year. The President Elect shall
designate or find one additional volunteer for assistance with Eweek.
Larry posed the question – How can we make this event better for the students? Other ideas that were discussed include: Meet and greet
event for the student; a career fair type event prior to the more formal event; and a PDH event.

6.


Government Affairs
ACEC Summary of Interest
Larry reports that HB 1255 – Apportionment of Damages - House Judiciary Committee unanimously approved a recommendation to kill the
bill. The bill’s main sponsor made a motion to kill the bill. This bill should be dead.

7.

State Society Collaboration



October 2010 JES Conf Planning – Roch indicated that they have a good slate of speakers for the JES Conference. Flyers for the conference
will be available at the NHDOT Technical Transfer Conference. They hope to go paperless with on-line registration this year, it remains to
be seen if this can be accomplished.



JES Calendar – Costs need to be provided by NHSPE for JES approval. Roch will present the costs of the computer services at the next
meeting of JES, he suggested that Josh attend the meeting to present the costs and the services offered. The total cost for the JES is about
$3,000.

8.

9.

Membership
Membership Report – Walter presented the membership report, as attached. One new member since last month.
National/Regional & Other Issues



State Delegate Report (Paul S.) - Paul indicated that NHSPE needs to designate a HoD representative. The time frame for the new HoD
designee is 1 July 2010. At the current time Larry will designate Paul as the HoD representative.



Northeast Regional Manager Report – Larry indicated that the NE Regional Meeting will be held in Burlington, Vermont this year.



“March Madness” Web Seminars – Paul presented an overview the Web Seminars that were available in March.



Unlicensed Practice and NH PE Board Authority or lack thereof – Larry presented at article from the Baltimore Sun concerning unlicensed
engineering (Attachment No. 1). Larry posed the question – should be try to do anything about this? Paul indicated that it would require a
law change for the NH PE board to do anything about unlicensed engineering since the PE Board only has authority concerning licensed
engineers. Larry will draft a letter for Paul’s review.



NSPE State Only Initiative by Some States – Paul indicated that he needs to vote on this issue. This would require by-law changes to allow
states to initiate “State Only” memberships.



Mentor of the Year Award – Paul indicated that NSPE is taking nominations for Mentor of the Year Award, Paul suggested Bill Straub. Dan
motions for NHSPE BOD to draft a letter supporting Bill Straub for the Mentor of the Year, Steve seconds, and the motion is carried by the
group.

Meeting was ended at 8:06. Respectfully submitted,
John G. DiGenova, P.E.
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